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Dear Parents and Students,

Thank you for taking the time to consider The English College for your post-16 education. This booklet 
is designed to help give you a ‘flavour’ of the courses offered at the College and help guide you in your 
pathways. 

The English College’s mission statement is to develop all of our students as academic, characterful, happy 
young people equipped with the values and knowledge to succeed in life. With the help of the incredibly 
supportive staff and wider community, we can firmly attest that the College guides students towards this 
objective. The English College is the perfect place to maximise potential and teach every student the skills 
required to succeed. There are multiple leadership and volunteering opportunities available to the students, 
and this is integral in building character beyond the classroom, and equipping students with skills that are 
essential in the modern world. 

The English College is proud of its diverse and bespoke curriculum which opens a large number of 
opportunities for higher education. In 2019, 89% of our students went onto higher education.  Over the 
years we have seen our students gain places at some of the world’s leading universities including Oxford, 
Cambridge and John Hopkins, studying a host of courses from Medicine and Engineering, through to Zoology 
and Digital Animation.

Thank you for considering The English College and we hope to welcome you into Year 12 in September 2020.

What KHDA say about us:

Kind regards,

Mike Edmonds
Deputy Head of Senior School

“High quality of questioning”

         “Highly Motivated” “Mature, independent learning”

         “Skilled Teaching”

         “Students’ personal development is                
outstanding”

“The Pastoral support for phase 
4 is outstanding”

“The care and support of students 
is outstanding”
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At The English College, we offer pathways 
that create a personalised, meaningful, and 
challenging timetable for our students. In 
the UK there has been a major shift in the 
Sixth Form curriculum with the majority of 
schools only offering three A Level subjects 
at Key Stage 5. Most universities offer their 
places based on three subjects at A level or 
equivalent. The English College will only offer 
a route equating to more than three A Levels 
to those students who have demonstrated 
outstanding GCSE results.

The 3 main academic pathways offered are:

GCE Advanced Level (A Levels) Only Pathway
Students can study three A levels over Year 12 
and 13. In the majority of subjects, students at 
the end of year 12 will take the AS exam in that 
subject. In a minority of subjects, students will 
only sit exams at the end of year 13.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS ROUTE:
A student must have a total of six 9-5 (A*-C)    
(I)GCSE grades
If a student is wishing to study four A levels, 
they must have achieved five or more grade 8 
or 9 (A-A*) at (I) GCSE.

BTEC -  Level 3 Qualifications Pathway
Students can choose to study two BTEC 
courses. The College offers BTEC Level 3 
Diploma in Business (equivalent to two A 
Levels, 10 lessons a week) and BTEC Level 
3 Subsidiary Diploma Travel and Tourism 

(equivalent to one A Level, 5 lessons a week). 

BTECs enable a learner-centred approach to 
education, with a flexible, unit-based structure 
and knowledge applied to project-based 
assessments. BTECs focus on the holistic 
development of the practical, interpersonal 
and thinking skills required to be successful 
in employment and higher education. There 
are no external assessments and the students 
complete assignments which are marked by 
the teacher and then externally verified.

REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS ROUTE:
A student must have a total of four 9-4 (A*-C)  
(I) GCSE grades.
Entrance onto the BTEC courses are at the 
discretion of the Headteacher or Deputy 
Headteacher of the Senior School 

Blended A Level and BTEC Pathway
The English College has developed its option 
blocks to suit a combination of BTECs and A 
Levels. 
Students can select two A Levels and BTEC 
Travel and Tourism or one A Level and BTEC 
Diploma in Business. Both routes will give the 
equivalent of 3 A Levels. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THIS ROUTE:
A student must have a total of five 9-5 (A*-C) 
(I) GCSE Grades and must satisfy the entrance 
requirements for the A Level course they want 
to enrol in.
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Individual Subject Entrance Requirements

We recommend that a student attains a minimum of a Grade 6 at (I)GCSE to gain 
access entry onto an A Level course. All entry criteria are used as a guide to ensure 
that a student will be successful in a specific subject area. If the student has not taken 
that subject at (I)GCSE then English, Mathematics and/ or Science Grades will be 
considered by the Senior School leadership team.

Certain subjects require higher GCSE Grades to ensure success at A Level:

Mathematics - Students require a minimum of 7 at (I)GCSE.  

Science - Biology, Chemistry and Physics require the minimum of a Grade 8 in 
Combined Science at (I) GCSE or a minimum Grade of 7 in that science if the student 
completed the Separate Science course.

Our knowledgeable and supportive Senior School Team will meet with students and 
parents to ensure that all students are taking the most suitable courses for their ability 
and future plans.
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Choosing your A Level subjects is an exciting time but can also be quite a daunting process. You are 
narrowing down subjects from 9 to 3 or 4 and for the first time have complete ownership over your 
curriculum. This is something you need to think very carefully about and there are several things to 
consider. 

More and more people are going in to 
higher education. This means the market is 
getting more competitive and if you want to 
be accepted to your top choice university, 
you need to have a strong set of A Level 
grades to stand out amongst the crowd.

Certain degrees such as medicine and 
engineering do have essential subject 
requirements. If you think these are fields 
you want to go into then make sure you 
have done the research and choose the 
necessary subjects. The majority of courses 
don’t have strict requirements, but do have 
preferred subjects. Again if you know you 
want to go down a certain route, do the 
research now so you pick the right courses 
and avoid disappointment later on. 

If you are really unsure about what you 
want to do, again, choose the courses you 
enjoy and are good at. This will lead you to 
getting a stronger set of grades and keep 
more Higher Education options open to 
you.

BTECs are high quality, hands-on 
qualifications grounded in the real world 
of work. BTECs are all about learning by 
doing and that means BTEC students  put 
what they learn into practice straight away. 
They work on a series of assignments set in 
real-life scenarios, developing the practical 
knowledge and skills employers and 
universities are looking for. The majority of 
universities internationally recognise these 
as equivalent to an A Level, but if you have 
a specific university in mind, please check 
the requirements before selecting your 
options. 

With a rapidly evolving working landscape, 
by 2030 many of you will end up in jobs that 
do not even exist yet. So how do we choose 
subjects that help us to get somewhere, 
if we don’t know where we are going?  A 
report from Pearson on ‘Employment in 
2030’ has found that there is a need for 
skills such as judgment, decision-making,  
analysis, evaluation, communication, story- 
telling and that they will need people who 
can give insight, not just observations. 
When choosing your subjects consider 
how they can help you develop these 
transferable skills.  

We all know that when we enjoy something 
we are more motivated to spend time on 
it. If you actively engage with a subject you 
are then more likely to be successful and 
as we have previously said, this is extremely 
important. So although you might think 
a certain collection of subjects will look 
better, the universities generally are more 
concerned about the grades you achieve.   

What subjects are you successful in?

Do you have a particular career path 
in mind? 

I don’t have a clue what career I want 
to go into?

What is a BTEC?
What transferable skills can a subject 
help me develop?

What do you enjoy?

Where can I get further information about university degrees?
Scan the QR code or visit https://targetcareers.co.uk/uni/degree-subject-guides

HOW TO CHOOSE
YOUR SUBJECTS?
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Tuesday 4th February 2020

Wednesday 5th February 2020

Thursday 13th February 2020

Thursday 20th August 2020

Week beginning 23rd August, 2020 - 
Day and Date to be confirmed

Sunday 23rd February 2020

SIXTH FORM OPTIONS EVENING

SIXTH FORM ONLINE INTENTIONS 
FORM OPEN WITH OPTIONS BLOCKS

DEADLINE TO COMPLETE 
THE SIXTH FORM ONLINE 
INTENTIONS FORM

GCSE RESULTS DAY

SIXTH FORM ENROLMENT DAY

INTERNAL GUIDANCE INTERVIEWS 
BASED ON SIXTH FORM INTENTIONS 
FORM AND MOCK EXAMINATION 
RESULTS COMMENCE

TIMELINE
EXTERNAL ADMISSIONS

We welcome applications from external candidates. Places are offered on a first come, first 
served basis and subject to The English College being able to provide adequate provision 
for the student. Please complete the application form and return to the school office in 
person or by email to: admissions@englishcollege.ac.ae

WELCOME FROM THE STUDENT CABINET

The student cabinet welcomes all parents and students for the academic year 2020/21. 
A strong sense of community is something The English College promises year after year. 
The development of each child is taken care of and a robust bond is formed between 
home and school environments leading to a well-rounded progress for the students. A 
highly dedicated and professional batch of teachers makes sure the students excel in all 
fields whether that is academic or extra - curricular activities. As the student leadership of 
the school, we aim at achieving overall and scholastic excellence to achieve the highest 
standards set by our teachers and parents.
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Starting from the top left, Head Boy- Mazin Mekki - Managing Prefect Team & Student Events, Cabinet Member: Chris Henderson- 
House Events, Deputy Head Boy- Ben Morrison- TEDx & School Productions, Cabinet Member: Kyle Aguillo- Subject Champions, 
Deputy Head Girl- Emily Thompson- Pastoral Mentoring, Cabinet Member: Olivia Kelly- Safe House, Head Girl- Yasmine Ait Hamlat 
- Student Council and Cabinet Member: Hadeya Salman- EC Cares.
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EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 
With Edexcel reforms Art and Design is now a 
2 year course and no AS Level is offered at the 
end of Year 12.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
Art and Design is a subject area which can 
offer a particularly rich and diverse range of 
learning experiences. This syllabus will provide 
the opportunity to undertake a course of 
study which is broad, purposeful and relevant 
to the student’s needs. Individual abilities 
and interests will be developed through the 
use of a variety of materials, techniques and 
processes. The focus of the A Level course is 
independent learning.

A Level Two Year Course:

UNIT 1 - Art and Design Coursework 
This unit incorporates two linked elements, 
each with separate final outcomes: Practical 
work and Personal study.
The investigation and development for 
both these elements will be shown through 
supporting studies. Students will submit a 
1000 – 3000 words illustrated essay and 
practical outcome(s) based on themes and 
starting matter developed from personal 
starting points. 

UNIT 2 - Art and Design Externally Set 
Assignment
The paper consists of one broad-based 
thematic starting point. This unit encourages 
independence in the development of ideas, 
intentions and response. External Examination 
15 hour practical exam.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is essential that candidates will have studied 
Art and Design for the GCSE examination and 

will have achieved A Level 6 or above and level 
7 or above for external candidates in order to 
continue on to the AS Level course. Students 
who are coming from a different system may 
be considered at the discretion of the Head
of the Department. All students must have 
good drawing skills and may be asked to show 
a portfolio supporting their application.

CAREERS
This course would form an excellent 
foundation for students preparing for entry 
into a college or university, and would be of 
particular benefit to students  who  may wish 
to pursue careers in areas such as Fashion, 
Visual Merchandising, Theatre Studies, Graphic 
Design, Fine Art, Photography, Film/Video 
Production, Architecture, Teaching and Design 
in all its forms.
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BIOLOGY

EXAMINATION BOARD: OXFORD AQA 
INTERNATIONAL

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
This course will:
• Develop essential knowledge and 
understanding of biological principles, 
concepts and facts promote an appreciation 
of the importance of experimental and 
investigation work in the study of Biology
• Promote an appreciation of the importance 
of experimental and investigation work in the 
study of Biology
• Recognise the value and responsible use of 
Biology in society and develop an appreciation 
for Biology in environmental, economic and 
technological contexts

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
The AS Level consists of two papers and can 
be awarded as a separate qualification. These 
two assessments contribute to the full A Level 
Grade at the end of Year 13 and can be re-sat 
in January and May/June of the second year. A 
further three papers are also sat during Year 13.

AS Exams:
Paper 1 - The Diversity of Living Organisms - 1 
hour 30 minutes examination - 50% (20% of A 
Level)
Paper 2 - Biological Systems and Disease - 1 
hour 30 minutes examination - 50% (20% of A 
Level)

A Level Exams:
Paper 3 - Population and Genes - 1 hour 30 
minutes examination - 20%  of A Level
Paper 4 - Control - 1 hour 30 minutes 
examination - 20% of A Level
Paper 5 - Synoptic Paper - 1 hour 30 minutes 
examination - 20% of A Level

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is anticipated that candidates will have 
achieved a Grade 8 in Combined Science 
or a Grade 7 in Triple Biology at GCSE. We 
recommend a Grade 7 or above in GCSE 
Mathematics and a Grade 6 or above in GCSE 
English.

CAREERS
Biology can be useful in many careers, but 
particularly in Genetic Engineering, Medicine, 
Veterinary Science, Medical Research, 
Forensic Science, Nursing, Marine Biology and 
Environmental Biology.
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BUSINESS

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE AND SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT 
A Level Business is a two-year course. Students have the option to study for just one year and sit the 
AS Level, or study for two years to achieve the full A Level. For the full A Level, all exams are taken at 
the end of the second year and AS results are disregarded.

First year of study, which results in AS:

Second year of study, building upon content taught in AS to achieve A2:

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS: Level 6 and above in English, Level 5 and above in Mathematics and 
Level 6 if studying GCSE Business.

CAREERS
Business can be useful in many careers, but particularly in accountancy, advertising, banking, 
investment and financial services, general management, HR/personnel, management consultancy, 
public relations, retail management, sales and marketing.

CONTENT EXAMINATIONS

Theme 1: Marketing and People
Theme 2: Managing Business Activities

Two examination papers
Paper 1: Marketing and people 1 hour 30 minutes 

(worth 50% of AS)
Paper 2: Managing business activities 1 hour 30 

minutes (Worth 50% of AS) 

CONTENT EXAMINATIONS

Theme 1: Marketing and People
Theme 2: Managing Business Activities

Theme 3: Business decisions and strategy
Theme 4: Global Business

Paper 1: Marketing, people and global 
businesses 2 hours (worth 35% of A2)

Paper 2: Business activities, decision and 
strategy 2 hours (worth 35% of A2)

Paper 3: Investigating business in a competitive 
environment 2 hours (worth 30% of A2)
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CHEMISTRY

EXAMINATION BOARD: OXFORD AQA 
INTERNATIONAL
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
The aim of the A Level Chemistry course is to 
develop students’ interest in and enthusiasm 
for Chemistry, including:
• Developing essential knowledge and 
understanding of principles, concepts and 
facts
• Developing an interest in further study and 
careers in Chemistry 
• An appreciation of how society makes 
decisions about scientific issues and how 
the sciences contribute to the success of the 
economy and society 
• A deeper understanding of the skills, 
knowledge and understanding of how science 
works
• Essential knowledge and understanding of 
different areas of the subject and how they 
relate to each other
 
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
The AS Level consists of two papers and can 
be awarded as a separate qualification. These 

two assessments contribute to the full A Level 
Grade at the end of Year 13 and can be re-sat 
in January and May/June of the second year.
A further three papers are also sat during 
Year 13.

AS Exams:
Paper 1 - Inorganic 1 and Physical 1 - 1 hour 
30 minutes examination - 50% (20% of A Level) 
Paper 2 - Organic 1 and Physical 1 - 1 hour 
30 minutes examination - 50% of AS (20% of A 
Level)
A Level Exams:
Paper 3 - Inorganic 2 and Physical 2 - 1 hour
30 minutes examination - 21%
Paper 4 - Organic 2 and Physical 2 - 1 hour 30 
minutes examination - 21%
Paper 5 - Practical and Synoptic - 1 hour 25 
minutes examination - 18%
 
ENTRY INFORMATION
It is anticipated that candidates will have 
achieved a Grade 8 in Combined Science or 
a Grade 7 in Triple Chemistry at GCSE. We 
recommend a Grade 7 or above in GCSE 
Mathematics and a Grade 6 or above in GCSE 
English.
 
CAREERS
Qualifications in Chemistry can lead to 
careers as Chemists and Chemical Production 
Engineers in the Chemical Industries, including 
the Pharmaceutical, Food, Petrochemical, 
Plastics and Process industries. With A Level 
Mathematics or another science, careers in 
Medicine, Pharmacy, Pharmacology, Dentistry, 
Biochemistry, Geology, Microbiology and 
Forensic Science become accessible.  For
students with an interest in health and the 
environment, there are opportunities to 
become involved in pollution control and 
monitoring its effects on the environment.



EXAM BOARD: AQA

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
A Level Computer science is split into two sections, programming and theory. 

On the programming side of the course you will use Python unless you have a strong interest in Java. 
You will cover the fundamentals of programming, data structures, algorithms, and object-orientated 
program design.

The theory of computer science aims to teach about the internal workings of a computer, right 
down the basics of how all data is stored using binary, whether that be numbers, text, pictures or 
even music. It goes on from there to cover aspects of computer architecture, showing the specifics 
of exactly how data is accessed from main memory using assembly language instructions and the 
fetch-execute cycle.

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
AS weighting breakdown
       

Paper 1: This paper tests the student’s ability to 
program, as well as their theoretical knowledge 
of computer science

• On screen examination 1 hour 45 minutes
• 50% of AS qualification

Paper 2: This paper tests the student’s ability 
to answer questions on predominantly theory 
based concepts within the course

• Written Examination 1 hour 30 minutes
• 50% of AS qualification 

A Level weighting breakdown

Paper 1: this paper tests a student’s ability to 
program, as well as their theoretical knowledge 
of computer science

• On screen exam, 2 hours 30 minutes
• 40% of A Level qualification

Paper 2: this paper tests a student’s ability to 
answer questions on predominantly theory 
based concepts within the course

• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes
• 40% of A Level qualification

Non Exam Assessment: Program and Project • 75 Marks available
• 20% of A Level qualification
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is not a prerequisite to have studied GCSE computer science, however this would help students 
achieve on the course. We recommend have a Grade 7 or higher in Maths to be able to study A-Level 
Computer Science.

CAREERS
A Level Computer Science is a strong subject to take if you wish to go on to do Computer Science 
at degree level. Equally, there are a number of software engineering courses which have Computer 
Science as a prerequisite. After university, there are numerous interesting fields of study and 
professions that you can go into.

Computer Science will lead on to robotics, artificial intelligence, machine learning, cloud computing, 
big data processing, networking, ethical hacking, computer game development, home automation or 
even teaching. So much of the world uses computers nowadays that having a good understanding of 
how computers work and how to program them will set you up for success in many strands of life. 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE
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DRAMA AND THEATRE STUDIES
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EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL
With Edexcel reforms Drama & Theatre Studies 
is now a 2 year course and no AS Level is 
offered at the end of Year 12. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
Students follow an intensive practical and 
theoretical programme that will introduce 
them to the working practices of the 21st 
century theatre. The course gives students the 
opportunity to create their own original piece 
of theatre through research, collaboration and 
performance. A written examination consists 
of the study of set text Equus by Peter Shaffer, 
the reinterpretation of an Ancient Greek text in 
light of a Practitioner, as well as a Live Review 
of a piece of theatre seen by the students.

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
Component 1: Devising  9DR0/01
40% of the qualification - 80 marks
Content overview
• Devise an original performance piece based 
on a stimulus and with influence of a key 
theatre practitioner
• Perform the work in front of an invited 
audience
• Analyse and evaluate the creative process of 
working as a theatre company 

Component 2: Text in Performance 9DR0/02
20% of the qualification - 60 marks
Content overview
• A group performance of one key extract from 
a published play 
• A monologue or dialogue performance from 
one key extract from a different performance 
text.

Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice 
9DR0/03
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes

40% of the qualification - 80 marks
Content overview
• Live theatre evaluation of a performance they 
have seen
• Practical exploration and study of a complete 
published play text– focusing on how this can 
be realised for performance
• Practical exploration and interpretation of 
another complete performance text, in light 
of a chosen theatre practitioner – focusing 
on how this text could be re imagined for a 
contemporary audience.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is essential that the candidates have not only 
a passion for the subject but also experience 
on the stage, therefore the minimum entry 
requirements are GCSE Drama Grade 6 or the 
equivalent. Students have been considered 
upon audition and English Grade 6 at the 
discretion of the Head of Department. 

CAREERS
This course is particularly suitable for those 
who wish to go into a career in the Performing 
Arts. The rigorous ‘toolkit’ provides students 
with working practices of the industry, a 
thorough understanding of the performance 
and theatre tech, as well as the resilience 
and independence required to be successful. 
The ‘Netflix Effect’ has impacted the already 
thriving film, TV and theatre industry and this 
course provides the skill set to be a theatre 
maker in your own right. Our alumni are 
currently studying at Mountview Academy of 
Theatre Arts, The Royal Conservatoire, High 
Wycombe University and SAE. 



EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
A Level Economics is a two-year course. 
Students have the option to study for just one 
year and sit the AS level, or study for two years 
to achieve the full A Level. For the full A Level, 
all exams are taken at the end of the second 
year and AS results are disregarded.
Within Economics A Level you will learn:
• How to develop an understanding of 
economic concepts and theories through a 
critical consideration of current economic 
issues, problems and institutions that affect 

everyday life
• How to apply economic concepts and 
theories in a range of contexts, to appraise 
their value and limitations in explaining real 
world phenomena
• How to evaluate, analyse and explain 
the market economy and the idea of the 
government within it
• The role of the individual, the firm and 
organisations in the production of goods and 
services

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
First year of study, which results in AS:

Second year of study, building upon content 
taught in AS to achieve A2:
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CONTENT EXAMINATIONS

Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market 
failure

Theme 2: The UK economy – performance and 
policies  

Two examination papers
Paper 1: Introduction to markets and market 

failure (worth 50% of AS)
Paper 2: The UK economy – performance and 

policies (Worth 50% of AS)

CONTENT EXAMINATIONS

Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market 
failure

Theme 2: The UK economy – performance and 
policies  

Theme 3: Business behaviour and the labour 
market

Theme 4: A global perspective

Three examination papers
Paper 1: Markets and Business behaviour 2 hours 

(worth 35% of overall AS)
Paper 2: The national and global economy 2 

hours (worth 35% of A2)
Paper 3 Microeconomics and macroeconomics 2 

hours (worth 30% of A2)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Level 6 and above in English and Mathematics 
and Grade 6 if studying GCSE Economics

CAREERS
Common career paths for studying economics 

include economist, financial risk analyst, 
data analyst, financial planner, accountant, 
economic researcher, financial consultant, 
investment analyst, actuary, and public sector 
roles.
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ECONOMICS A



EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSES
This course will encourage students to:
• Read widely and independently set texts and 
others that they have selected for themselves
• Engage critically and creatively with 
a substantial body of texts and ways of 
responding to them
• Develop and effectively apply their 
knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation
• Explore the contexts of the texts they are 
reading and others’ interpretations of them
• Undertake independent and sustained 
studies to deepen their appreciation and 
understanding of English literature, including 
its changing traditions.

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
The AS Level course in English Literature 
consists of two externally examined papers. 
This qualification requires the study of four 
literary texts. Students must complete all 
assessment in May/June in any single year.

The A Level course in English Literature 
consists of three externally examined papers 
and one coursework component. The 
qualification requires the study of eight literary 
texts plus unseen poetry. Students must 
complete all assessment in May/June in any 
single year.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is anticipated that candidates will have 
studied English Language and English 
Literature for the 
(A) GCSE examinations and will have achieved 
a Grade 6 
(B) or above in both. In individual cases 
students who have achieved a Grade 5 
(C) in English Literature at this level could 

be considered if they have shown a highly 
committed attitude.

CAREERS
English Literature is a good foundation 
for any arts based university course, or for 
university admissions involving a science 
discipline where a breadth of knowledge and 
experience is favoured. English Literature is 
particularly suitable for careers where the 
ability to communicate ideas clearly and 
coherently is of prime importance, for example: 
Journalism, Broadcasting, Teaching, Personnel 
Work, Theatre, Advertising and many other 
professions.

ENGLISH LITERATURE
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EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
This course encourages a deeper 
understanding of French society and culture. 
Students will develop their fluency in speaking 
and writing through the study of various topics 

listed below, a book and a film in French. 
Students may opt to do an AS which will be 
examined at the end of year 12 or an A Level 
which will be examined at the end of year 13. 
Students completing the two-year A Level 
course will be examined in both Year 12 and 13.
Topics studied:

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
Students will be examined in the following 
areas:
AS Level:
Paper 1 - Listening, Reading & Writing (45% of 
AS)
Paper 2 – Writing (25% of AS) 
Paper 3 – Speaking (30% of AS)
In addition to the topics studied below, 
students will study a French film also which 
will be examined in their Paper 2 examination. 
A Level:
Paper 1 - Listening, Reading & Writing 50% of 
A Level)
Paper 2 – Writing (20% of A Level) Paper 3 – 
Speaking (30% of A Level)
In addition to the topics below and the revision 
of Year 12 topics, students will also study a 
film and a piece of literature (Un Sac De Billes 
by Joseph Joffo) which will both be examined 
in their Paper 2 examination. Year 13 students 

will also undertake an ‘Individual Research 
Project’ which will form part of their Paper 3 
examination and they have freedom
of choice on which topic they choose from the 
French-speaking/Francophone world.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 in GCSE French.

CAREERS
Having an A Level in French means that you 
are a rare gem. You instantly stand out from 
others as you have taken the time and put in 
the effort to learn someone else’s language at 
a higher level. Language graduates can follow 
careers in interpreting, translating, international 
relations, humanitarianism, education, foreign 
language intelligence etc. Language study 
provides you with a wide range of transferable 
skills that will be a benefit to any employer.

FRENCH
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Aspects of French-speaking society: 
                              Current trends 

Aspects of French-speaking society: 
Current issues

The changing nature of family Positive features of a diverse society

The ‘cyber-society’ Life for the marginalised

The place of voluntary work How criminals are treated



GEOGRAPHY

       
25

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA. 
With AQA reforms Geography is now a 2 year 
course and no AS Level is offered at the end of 
Year 12.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
The course is designed to address key ideas 
and debates in our world today. Students 
will explore a range of issues and examine 
potential solutions to them. Students
will acquire and apply a wide range of 
geographical and transferable skills through 
the study of the units below.
This two year course comprises of a mix of 
the physical and human topics including 
Water and Carbon cycle, Coastal Systems 
and landscapes, Changing places, Global 
systems and global governance, Hazards and 
Population and Environment

Students are also required to carry out enquiry 
based fieldwork on both Human and Physical 
topics. This fieldwork will be
carried out in Year 13 on a trip either locally or 
internationally and will help students write an 
independent research paper.
 

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
Paper 1 - Physical Geography: 2 hour 30 
minutes examination (120 marks) = 40%
Paper 2 - Human Geography: 2 hour 30 
minutes examination (120 marks) = 40% 

Geography fieldwork investigation based on 
a question or issue defined and developed 
by the student relating to any part of the 
specification content. 3000 to 4000 words 60 
marks = 20%

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is expected that students will have studied 
Geography for the (I)GCSE examination and 
will have achieved a Grade 6 (B) or above, 
before embarking on the A Level course. It is 
also necessary to have achieved at least Grade 
5 (C) in English in order to access the material 
and effectively write essay style responses.
 
CAREERS
Students with A Level Geography have access 
to a wide range of possible career and higher 
education opportunities. Transferable skills 
learned and developed throughout the course 
include collecting, analysing, displaying 
and interpreting data, and identifying and 
developing links between the physical and 
human aspects of the course. Such skills are 
recognised and highly valued by employers, 
universities and colleges. 
Careers for which a Geography qualification is 
desirable include Town Planning, Cartography, 
Leisure and Tourism, Landscape Architect, 
Conservation, Teaching, Geology and the 
Military.

                                           HISTORY

       
 

 
26

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE SKILLS
Analyse and evaluate historical knowledge 
and define and assess achievement of the 
knowledge, skills and understanding that will 
be needed by students planning to progress 
to undergraduate study at a higher education 
establishments. Students will be able to 
identify and assess similarities and differences 
between areas studied. Construct and develop 
coherent arguments that embed historical 
vocabulary. It compliments subjects such as, 
English, Government and Politics, Economics 
and Business.

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
Unit Description AS Level:
Paper 1 –History In search of the American 
Dream: the USA, c1917–96: 2 hour 15 minutes 
60% of AS Level (30% A2)
• Changing political environment in the USA
• Civil rights 1917-1980
• Society and culture in change
• The changing quality of life

Paper 2 – History of Britain Transformed: 1 
hour 30 minutes 40% of AS Level (20% A2)
• Changing political and economic 
environment 1918-1979
• Creating a welfare state
• Society in transition
• The changing quality of life. Historical 
interpretation
• What impact did Thatcher’s governments 
(1979–90) have on Britain, 1979–97?
• Effects of the economic policies
• The public sector and the social division 
within Britain.

Unit Description A Level:
Paper 1 - The USA, c1920–55: boom, bust and 

recovery: 1.30 hours 20% of A Level
• Boom and crash, 1920–29
• Depression and the New Deal, 1929–38
• Impact of the New Deal and the Second 
World War on the USA to 1945

Paper 2 – Rebellion and disorder under the 
Tudors, 1485–1603. 2.15 hours 30% of A Level 4 
units taught in Year 12 and revised in Year 13
(The Constitution, Legislative (Houses of 
Parliament), Executive (PM and cabinet), 
Relations between institutions.
• Non-core political ideas e.g. Anarchism, 
Multiculturalism
• The transformation of the USA, 1945–55
A 3,000-4,000-word coursework project using 
historical articles, books and sources will also 
be completed. This will be completed and 
submitted December-January time. 20% of A 
Level

Paper 3 - Britain Transformed, 1918-97 and 
in search of the American Dream: the USA, 
c.1917–96. 2.15 hours 30% A Level
This unit was taught in Year 12, it is re-
examined in Year 13. The paper structure is the 
same but the questions are harder. Some Year 
13 lesson time will be given to revising this unit.
• Comparative Theories.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above at GCSE History, Geography 
or English.

CAREERS
Studying History can open up a wide range 
of job opportunities both in the public, private 
and not-for-profit sectors. Students interested 
in careers in Law, Business, Education, Civil 
Service, Museums or Politics can obtain vital 
knowledge and skills to aid them in these 
industries.



EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
Studying Law gives students an understanding 
of the role of Law in today’s society and 
raises their awareness of the rights and 
responsibilities of individuals. By learning 
about legal rules and how and why they 
apply to real life, students also develop their 
analytical ability, decision making, critical 
thinking and problem-solving skills. All 
these skills are highly sought after by higher 
education providers and employers.
Students will be expected to:
• Develop competence in using legal skills 
during the study of the nature of law, legal 
issues and the English legal system, and 
private and public areas of substantive law.
• Demonstrate their ability to analyse a 
scenario by identifying the key facts from 
which legal issues arise.
• Analyse, when formulating a legal argument, 
legislation by applying the rules and principles 
of statutory interpretation and analyse case 
law by applying the doctrine of precedent.
• In respect of each private and public areas 
of substantive law they are required to study, 
analyse, apply and evaluate the legal rules 
and principles of that area of law. Analysis and 
application must include the ability to identify 
and breakdown into constituent parts the 
relevant legal rules and principles for each 
area of law and apply those legal principles
to a hypothetical scenario. Evaluation must 
require students to formulate a reasoned 
argument to support a particular proposition 
by reference to the relevant legal rules and 
principles that support that argument.
• Construct clear, concise and logical legal 
arguments which are substantiated by legal 
authority, using appropriate legal terminology.

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
The AS Level course consists of two externally 
examined papers.

The Nature of Law and the English legal 
System and Criminal Law assessed in a written 
1 hour 30 minutes exam (50% of AS), and The 
Nature of Law and the English legal System 
and The Law of Tort assessed in a written 1 
hour 30 minutes exam (50% of AS).
 
The A Level course consists of three externally 
examined papers:
The Nature of Law and the English legal 
System and Criminal Law assessed in a written 
2 hour exam (33% of A Level), and The Nature 
of Law and the English legal System and The 
Law of Tort assessed in a written 2 hour exam 
(33% of A Level), and paper 3 The Nature of 
Law and the English legal System and The 
Law of Contract assessed in a written 2 hour 
exam (33% of A Level). All Questions are a 
combination of multiple choice, short answer 
and extended writing questions.
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is anticipated that all candidates will have 
studied English and should achieved a Grade 
6 (B) or above to be considered for the course.
 
CAREERS
This course is particularly suitable for most 
students who wish to attend University as 
it gives a rigorous grounding in Law, which 
could lead to a career in Law, Politics, Civil 
Service, Recruitment, HR, Banking, Insurance, 
Journalism and Law enforcement.

LAW
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EXAMINATION BOARD: Pearson 
International AS & A Level

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
UNITS 
Unit P1: Pure Mathematics (AS)
Unit P2: Pure Mathematics (AS)
Unit S1: Statistics (AS) or Unit M1: Mechanics 
(AS)
Unit P3: Pure Mathematics (A2)
Unit P4: Pure Mathematics (A2)
Unit S2: Statistics (A2) or Unit M2: Mechanics 
(A2)

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
Each unit: 
• Is externally assessed 
• Has a written examination of 1 hour and 30 
minutes 
• Has 75 marks. 

Unit P1: Algebra and functions; coordinate 
geometry in the (x, y); trigonometry; 
differentiation; integration.

Unit P2: Proof; algebra and functions; 
coordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane; 
sequences and series; exponentials and 
logarithms; trigonometry; differentiation; 
integration. 

Unit P3: Algebra and functions; trigonometry; 
exponentials and logarithms; differentiation; 
integration; numerical methods. 

Unit P4: Proof; algebra and functions; 
coordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane; 
binomial expansion; differentiation; integration; 
vectors. 

Unit S1: Mathematical models in probability 
and statistics; representation and summary of 
data; probability; correlation and regression; 
discrete random variables; discrete 
distributions; the Normal distribution. 

Unit S2: The Binomial and Poisson 
distributions; continuous random variables; 
continuous distributions; Samples; hypothesis 
tests. 

Unit M1: Mathematical models in mechanics; 
vectors in mechanics; kinematics of a particle 
moving in a straight line; dynamics of a particle 
moving in a straight line or plane; statics of a 
particle; moments. 

Unit M2: Kinematics of a particle moving in a 
straight line or plane; centres of mass; work 
and energy; collisions; statics of rigid bodies. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENT
Students require a minimum of 7 (A) at GCSE.  

CAREERS 
Advanced Level Mathematics is a useful and 
in some cases, essential qualifications for 
advancing into higher education or pursuing a 
career in Science, Engineering, Accountancy or 
Computer Science. 

MATHEMATICS
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MEDIA STUDIES
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EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 
With AQA reforms Media Studies is now a 2 
year course and no AS Level is offered at the 
end of Year 12.
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
Through studying Media Studies students 
will view, evaluate and analyse a variety of 
media products, and develop practical skills 
spanning a range of media forms. You’ll find 
contemporary, diverse topics and varied and 
engaging content, helping students to develop 
research, problem-solving skills as well as 
their creativity. You’ll also refine your debating 
skills through the discussion of contemporary 
issues from a range of perspectives.
 
The A level specifications offer a smooth 
progression from GCSE Media Studies and 
provide a scope to learn around contemporary 
thinking in media studies. Students will 
also extend their practical skills in their 
chosen medium, building their capacity for 
independent research, and gaining a deeper 
appreciation and understanding of the role 
media plays in day-to-day life.
 
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
This is a linear course, so students will sit all 
their exams and submit all their non-exam 
assessment at the end of the course.
The course specification consists of two 
written exams and a coursework-style 
assessment.
Media One
What’s assessed - Focus on Media Language 
and Media Representations. Questions in this 
section will test the following forms:
• Advertising and marketing
• Music video.
• Radio
• Newspapers

• Film (industries only)

How it’s assessed Written exam: 2 hours 84 
marks
35% of A Level

Media Two
What’s assessed - Questions will focus on the 
in-depth media forms of television, magazines 
and online, social and participatory media/ 
video games.
How it’s assessed Written exam: 2 hours 84 
marks
35% of A Level

Non-exam assessment: Creating a cross- 
media production
What’s assessed - Application of knowledge 
and understanding of the theoretical 
framework.
Ability to create media products
How it’s assessed
A choice of one of six annually changing briefs, 
set by AQA.
60 marks
30% of A Level Assessed by teachers 
Moderated by AQA
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Please note that the students will require a 
Level 6 in the following subjects in order to 
study A level Media Studies: English Language 
or Media Studies.
 
CAREERS
A qualification in Media will allow students to 
progress on to higher education courses in 
Broadcasting, Film, Media, Advertising and 
Marketing. Students will also develop a range 
of transferable critical analytical and research 
skills for application in employment.
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EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL
With Edexcel reforms Music is now a 2 year 
course and no AS Level is offered at the end of 
Year 12.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
This qualification will support students in 
forming personal and meaningful relationships 
with music through the development of 
musical knowledge, understanding and 
skills, including performing, composing and 
appraising. Students will be encouraged to 
engage critically and creatively with a wide 
range of music and musical contexts, develop 
an understanding of the place of music in 
different cultures and contexts, and reflect 
on how music is used in the expression 
of personal and collective identities. This 
qualification will also allow students to 
develop particular strengths and interests, 
encourage lifelong learning and provide 
access to higher education and university 
degree courses in music and music-related 
subjects, as well as music-related and other 
careers.

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
UNIT 1: Performing Music
This unit gives students the chance to perform 
as soloists and/or as part of an ensemble. 

UNIT 2: Composing
This unit encourages students to develop their 
compositional skills leading to the
creation of pieces. 

UNIT 3: Appraising
The purpose of this unit is for students to 
develop their listening and appraising skills 
through the study of music across a variety 
of styles and genres. The content is grouped 
into six areas of study, each of which contains  

three set works.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is anticipated that most candidates will have 
studied Music at GCSE level and will
have achieved a Grade 6 (B) or above. Good 
writing skills and a knowledge of history are
desirable. Students who have not taken GCSE 
Music will be considered if they have attained
Grade 5 standard in both practical and 
theoretical Associated Board Examinations or
their equivalent.

CAREERS
A Level Music is a useful and, in some cases, 
essential qualification for advancement in 
further education or the pursuit of a career 
in Performing, Teaching, Music Therapy, Arts 
and Entertainment, Music Publishing, Radio, 
Television, Marketing, Journalism and the 
Record Industry.

MUSIC
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL
With Edexcel reforms Physical Education is 
now a 2 year course and no AS Level is offered 
at the end of Year 12.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
Component 1: Scientific Principles of Physical 
Education
• Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology
• Topic 2: Exercise physiology and applied 
movement analysis
 
Component 2: Psychological and Social 
Principles of Physical Education
• Topic 3: Skill acquisition
• Topic 4: Sport psychology
• Topic 5: Sport and society
 
Component 3: Practical Performance
Skills performed in one physical activity as a 

player/performer or as a coach
 
Component 4: Performance Development 
Programme

In the role of player/performer or coach 
analyse two components of a physical activity
 
In the role of player/performer or coach 
analyse, implement and evaluate a 
Performance Development Programme.
 
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
There are two externally examined papers and 
two non - examined assessments at the end of 
Year 12. Failure to achieve a Grade D or higher 
will result in the candidate not being allowed 
to continue into Year 13.
 
The written assessments consist of short, 
long and extended answer questions 70% of 
the overall award and will be assessed at the 
end of the year 13. Component 3 and 4 are 
both individually worth 15%. Both are assessed 
internally and moderated externally.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 or above at GCSE Physical Education. 

CAREERS
Possible career pathways for those with 
A Level Physical Education include Match 
Analyst, Nutritionist, Journalist, Sports 
Development Officer, Physiotherapist and 
many more. For those with career aspirations 
elsewhere, A Level Physical Education has 
many commonalities with a number of other 
courses and is complimented particularly well 
by Biology, Psychology, History and to a lesser 
extent Maths and Physics. 
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PHYSICS

EXAMINATION BOARD: OXFORD AQA 
INTERNATIONAL
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSES
The aim of the A level Physics course is to:
• Develop a deeper knowledge of the subject
• Develop an understanding of the link 
between the theory and experimental work
• Develop the skills needed to use this 
knowledge and understanding in new and 
changing situations
• Appreciate how Physics has developed and 
is used in present day society
 
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
The AS Level consists of two papers and can 
be awarded as a separate qualification. These 
two assessments contribute to the full A level 
Grade at the end of Year 13 and can be re-sat 
in January and May/June of the second year. 
A further three papers are also sat at the end 
of the Year 13.
 
AS Exams:
Paper 1 - Mechanics, Materials and Atoms - 2 
hour examination - 50% (20% of A Level) 
Paper 2 - Electricity, Waves and Particles - 2 
hour examination - 50% (20% of A Level)
A Level Exams:
Paper 3 - Fields and Their Consequences - 2 
hour examination - 20%
Paper 4 - Energy and Energy Resources - 2 
hour examination - 20%
Paper 5 - Physics in Practice - 2 hour 
examination - 20%

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is anticipated that candidates will have 
achieved a Grade 8 in Combined Science or a 
Grade 7 in Triple Physics at GCSE, as well as a 
Grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics and a 
Grade 6 or above in GCSE English.

In addition, the study of A level Mathematics, 
in particular Mechanics, is strongly 
recommended.
 
CAREERS
Physics can lead to a wide range of courses 
and degrees. It is usually essential for any 
engineering degree. Students could use 
Physics to support other qualifications or 
progress onto further studies or employment, 
ranging from the Higher National Diplomas 
to degree courses. Physics relates to courses 
in the Sciences, Medicine, Radiography, 
Physiotherapy, Engineering and Biotechnology.
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POLITICS

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
Recently we have experienced a seismic 
shift in global politics with leaders who hold 
extreme political views rising to power all over 
the world.  Politics and policy has an impact on 
us all and understanding of the key elements 
of politics is essential if we are to understand 
how and why political decisions are made, 
how governments work and make sense  of 
national and global events. Studying Politics 
will allow you to develop your knowledge and 
understanding of the role that politics plays 
in relation to current local, national and global 
issues.

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
AS Level:
Component 1 - UK Politics: 1 hour 45 minutes 
50% of AS level
• Democracy and Participation.
• Political Parties.
• Electoral Systems.
• Voting behaviour and the media. 

Component 2 - UK Government: 1 hour 45 
minutes 50% of AS level
• The Constitution.
• Legislative (Houses of Parliament).
• Executive (PM and cabinet).
• Relations between institutions.

A Level
Component 1 - UK Politics and Core Political 
Ideas: 2 hours 33.3% of A-level
• 4 units taught in Year 12 and revised in Year 13 
(Democracy and Participation, Political Parties, 
Electoral Systems, Voting behaviour and the 
media.
• Core Political Ideas; Conservatism, Liberalism, 
Socialism.

Component 2 - UK Government and Non- 
Core Political Ideas: 2 hours 33.3% of A-level
• 4 units taught in Year 12 and revised in Year 
13 (The Constitution, Legislative (Houses 
of Parliament), Executive (PM and cabinet), 
Relations between institutions.
• Non-Core Political Ideas E.g. Anarchism, 
Multiculturalism.

Component 3 - USA Comparative Politics: 2 
hours 33.3% of A-level
• Constitution and Federalism.
• Legislative (Congress).
• Executive (President, Cabinet, White House).
• Judiciary (US Supreme Court and civil rights).
• Democracy and Participation.
• Comparative Theories.
 
ENTRY INFORMATION
Essential: Grade A*-B or 6-9 at GCSE History, 
Geography or English as well as an interest in 
current affairs specifically in the UK and US. 
Preferred: Grade 5-9 GCSE Maths to assist with 
analysis of statistical sources.
 
CAREERS
Studying politics can open up a wide range  
of job opportunities both in the public, private 
and not-for-profit sectors. Students interested 
in careers in Business, Education, Law, 
Journalism, Communications, Government, 
or Politics more generally, can obtain vital 
knowledge and skills for these industries.
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PSYCHOLOGY

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA  

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
Psychology literally means the scientific study 
of the human mind and behavior. Students will 
study a broad range of topics allowing them  
to understand more about human beings, the 
societies in which they live and the challenges 
they face. We will cover contemporary
issues such as mental health at a range of 
levels. For example, by comparing biological 
explanations of clinical depression with the 
social perspective that believes depression 
is caused by the increased challenges of 
modern living and the way we perceive our 
environment.
 
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
This is a linear course. The AS examination 
consists of two 90-minute papers and will be 
sat at the end of year 12. If students continue 
Psychology in year 13, all AS content will be 
reassessed at the end of the year. The A-Level 
will be assessed through three separate 
2-hour papers of equal weighting. This subject 
is 100% examination based and students 
will be assessed through a combination of 
extended essays, multiple choice questions 
and knowledge of application questions.
There is no coursework in this subject.

Unit Description AS-Level:
Paper 1: Social Influence, Memory, 
Attachment, Psychopathology

Paper 2: Approaches, Biopsychology, 
Research Methods

Unit Description A-Level:
Paper 1: Social Influence, Memory, 
Attachment, Psychopathology

Paper 2: Approaches, Biopsychology, 
Research Methods

Paper 3: Issues and debates in Psychology, 
Relationships, Schizophrenia, Forensic 
Psychology
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Please note that the students will require a 
Level 6 in the following subjects in order to 
study A level Psychology: English Literature, 
Maths and Biology (or double science).
 
CAREERS
Students of Psychology go on to study a 
hugely diverse range of higher education 
courses, including degrees in Psychology 
leading to a number of careers such as Clinical 
Psychology, Forensic Psychology, Educational 
Psychology, Sports Psychology etc. In addition 
to this it opens up opportunities to go down 
other routes such as Journalism, Business, 
Advertising, Law, Philosophy, Teaching 
Qualifications and Social Work.
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SOCIOLOGY

EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
Sociology is the study of societies and, unlike 
other disciplines, it looks at how people
live, behave and work together in groups. It 
asks questions about the world that we live 
in and tries to explain why it is the way it is. 
Sociology will help you make sense of your 
own experiences in society. It can give you 
new ways of seeing the world around you. It 
can provide you with the tools which will allow 
you to become a better informed and more 
socially aware member of society. Have you 
ever wondered:
•Why people in the West are more likely to 
develop an eating disorder than people in 
other parts of the world?
• Why some groups do very well in the 
education system and others do not, even 
though they may work equally as hard?
• Why geographical location can affect your 
chances of gaining a criminal record?
 
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
This is a linear course. The AS examination 
consists of two 90 minute papers and will be 
sat at the end of Year 12. If students continue 
Sociology in Year 13, all AS content will be 
reassessed at the end of the year. The A Level 
will be assessed through three separate
2 hour papers of equal weighting. This subject 
is 100% examination based and students 
will be assessed through a combination of 
extended essays, short answer questions and 
knowledge of application questions. There is 
no coursework in this subject

Unit Description AS-Level:
Paper 1: Education, Methods in Context 

Paper 2: Research Methods, Families & 
Households

Unit Description A-Level:
Paper 1: Education, Methods in Context, 
Theory and Methods

Paper 2: Families & Households. Beliefs in 
Society

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance, Theory and 
Methods
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Excellent written skills are required in 
Sociology so we would expect students to 
achieve a Level 6 in English Literature and 
Language. Due to the complexity of the 
theories studied this course may not be 
suitable to students who completed the 
IGCSE. In addition, a thoughtful and curious 
approach to your studies and the world around 
you is essential.
 
CAREERS
Students of Sociology go on to study a 
hugely diverse range of higher education 
courses, including degrees in Journalism, 
Business, Philosophy, Social Science, Teaching 
qualifications and Social Work.
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EXAMINATION BOARD: AQA

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
This course encourages a deeper 
understanding of Spanish society and culture. 
Students will develop their fluency in speaking 
and writing through the study of various topics 
listed below, a book and a film in Spanish. 
Students may opt to do an AS which will be 
examined at the end of year 12 or an A Level 
which will be examined at the end of Year 13. 
Students completing the two-year A Level 
course will be examined in both Year 12 and 13. 
 
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
Students will be examined in the following 
areas:
AS Level:
Paper 1- Listening, reading and writing (45% of 
AS)
Paper 2- Writing (25% of AS)
Paper 3- Speaking (30% of AS)

In addition to the topics studied below, 
students will study a film also  ‘El Labertino 
del Founo (Pan’s Labyrinth) by Guillermo de 
Toro which will be examined in the Paper 2 
examination. All other topics will be examined 
in Papers 1 and 2.
A Level:
Paper 1- Listening, reading and writing (50% of 
A level)
Paper 2- Writing (20% of A level)
Paper 3- Speaking (30% of A level)

In addition to the topics below and the  
revision of Year 12 topics, students will also 
study ‘El Laberinto del Fauno’ (Pan’s Labyrinth) 
by Guillermo del Toro and ‘El Requiem por 
un campesino español’ by Ramón J. Sender 
which will both be examined in their Paper  2 
exam. Year 13 students will also undertake 
an “Individual Research Project’ which will 
form part of their Paper 2 exam and they have 
freedom of choice on which topic they choose 
from the Spanish speaking/Hispanic world.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Grade 6 in GCSE Spanish.

CAREERS
Having an A Level in Spanish means that you 
are a rare gem. You instantly stand out from 
others as you have taken the time and put in 

the effort to learn someone else’s language at 
a higher level. Language graduates can follow 
careers in interpreting, translating, international 
relations, humanitarianism, education, foreign 
language intelligence etc. Language study 
provides you with a wide range of transferable 
skills that will be a benefit to any employer.

SPANISH
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SOCIAL ISSUES AND TRENDS POLITICAL AND ARTISTIC CULTURE

Year 12 - Modern and traditional values Year 12 - Modern day idols

Year 12 - Cyberspace Year 12 - Regional identity

Year 12 - Equal Rights Year 13 - Today’s youth, tomorrow’s citizens

Year 13 - Multiculturalism Year 13- Monarchies, republics and dictatorships
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BTEC BUSINESS
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EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON BTEC
COURSE: BTEC International Level 3 Diploma 
in Business. This is equivalent of 2 A Levels.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE
The BTEC International Level 3 in Business 
enables students to focus on a range of 
business topics and gain a developed 
knowledge of Business across the globe.

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
This qualification provides a broad 
understanding of the way businesses work. 
Students study a range of units each focusing 
on a different aspect of the Business world. 
The Diploma involves studying 9 units, spread 
across two years. There are five mandatory 
units, three internal units and two set 
assignment units. 

Set assignment units are set by Pearson 
under Controlled Conditions. Students will be 
awarded either Pass, Merit, Distinction for each 
unit. This can then lead to them achieving a 
Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* at the 
end of the course.

Compulsory Units:
Unit 1 – Exploring Business

Unit 2 – Research and Plan a Marketing 
Campaign

Unit 3 – Business Finance

Unit 4 – Managing an Event

Unit 7 – Business Decision Making

Optional units will be chosen based upon 
the cohort of students and their individual 
requirements.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Students will have a standard of literacy and 
numeracy supported by a general education 
equivalent to four GCSEs at Grade 9 – 4 (A*- 
C Grades). This course is a continuation for 
those who have completed the Level 2 BTEC 
qualification in Business, although this is not 
essential.

CAREERS
BTEC International Level 3 Diploma in Business 
provides a route into the many diverse areas of 
business. These could include specialist areas 
such as marketing, finance, customer service 
or human resources, in large organisations or 
a role in small, local business. It also provides 
the opportunity to access higher education.

BTEC TRAVEL AND TOURISM

EXAMINATION BOARD: PEARSON EDEXCEL
COURSE: BTEC International Subsidiary 
Diploma in Travel and Tourism.
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSES
The BTEC course aims to give students a 
vocational based qualification designed 
to provide a choice of routes into further 
education or employment. The course covers 
such topics as: Introducing the Travel and 
Tourism Sector, Customer Service and Work 
Experience placements within a Travel and 
Tourism setting. 

SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
You will be expected to complete coursework 
in order to gain the qualification. You will 
be finding out about how the Travel and 
Tourism industry is made up and how it 
functions. The units are assessed internally 
by means of assignments, which are based 
on practical “hands on” tasks taught in the 
context of real jobs and careers in the Travel 
sector. This gives you the chance to explore 
the opportunities offered in that sector, and 
to acquire appropriate vocational skills. All 
of the assignments are internally assessed 
and externally moderated by Pearson and 
an overall grade of a Pass, Merit, Distinction 
or Distinction *, which will be awarded upon 
completion of the course. 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
You will not need to have studied Travel and 
Tourism before starting this BTEC course. 
It is important that you have a lively and 
enquiring mind and you are willing to explore 
new ideas. It will be an advantage to have 
studied Travel and Tourism/ Geography/ 
Business at GCSE or BTEC level 2, however, 
not essential. Your time management skills will 
need to be excellent as coursework is ongoing 

throughout Years 12 and 13. Keeping on top of 
this is the key to success. As a large amount of 
assessment is based on report writing, a good 
standard of written English is essential.

COURSE CONTENT
Compulsory Units:
Unit 1 – The Travel and Tourism Industry

Unit 4 – Customer Service in Travel and 
Tourism

The rest of the units will be chosen based on 
the cohort of students and their individual 
requirements. Students can expect to cover 
5 units over two years and gain an in depth 
knowledge of global travel and tourism.

CAREERS
The Level 3 BTEC in Travel and Tourism  
allows access to a range of career and further 
education opportunities. A variety of higher 
education courses exist that are based around 
leisure, travel or tourism management and 
a number of our students have entered The 
Emirates Academy of Hospitality Management 
in Dubai and Hotelschool The Hague in The 
Netherlands, or university courses  in the 
United Kingdom and beyond to study such 
related areas. 

Alternatively, there are many careers that build 
on the Level 3 BTEC in Travel and Tourism, 
including working in a travel agency or theme 
park or the leisure industry and careers related 
to travel or hotel management  particularly 
prevalent within the UAE. The Travel and 
Tourism market is a rapidly expanding are in 
the 21st century and this is especially true in 
Dubai.
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ARABIC & ISLAMIC STUDIES

ARABIC

All Arab passport holders will follow the 
Ministry of Education syllabus in Year 12 and 
be entered for the Ministry of Education 
examination at the end of the year. It is a 
requirement of the Ministry of Education in 
Dubai that all Arab passport holders must 
have attested certificate from  the  Ministry of 
Education at the end of Year 12. This is required 
to progress to Higher Education in
GCC countries or into employment now, or in 
the future. Students will have three lessons of 
Arabic per week.

There will also be an opportunity for gifted 
Arabic speakers to follow a GCSE, AS or A 
Level course subject to individual student 
needs and staffing resources. We will also 

consider applications from second language 
Arabic speakers to follow a non-examination 
Arabic conversation course where students 
wish to maintain a proficient level of Arabic 
following their GCSE course.

ISLAMIC STUDIES

All Muslim students will follow the  Ministry 
of Education syllabus in Islamic Studies in 
Year 12. There are two routes of study with 
the first being for Arab Muslims in their target 
language of Arabic. The second route is for 
Non-Arab Muslims who will be taught in 
English. The students will receive two lessons 
per week and will sit the Ministry of Education 
examination in Islamic Studies, in either Arabic 
or English, at the end of Year 12.
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EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION

EXAMINATION BOARD: EDEXCEL

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
The EPQ award is offered as a free-standing 
project qualification which allows you to 
explore an area of personal interest, or an 
extension of something that is relevant to 
your degree focus. You can create either a 
dissertation, an investigation/field study, a 
performance or an artefact.

The award is equivalent to half an A Level and 
can be awarded up to 28 UCAS points. It gives 
students the opportunity to develop critical, 
reflective, problem-solving and independent 
learning skills through the planning, research 
and evaluation of a self-selected project.

METHODS OF ASSESSMENT
The EPQ is entirely project based and is 
submitted in Year 13. You will work closely with 
your facilitator who will help you to improve 
your project and use marking grids to give 

you regular feedback. There are no exams but 
there are a series of deadlines to keep to in 
order to stay on the course.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
As there is a lot of written work as part of the 
project, we recommend a GCSE Level 6 in 
English Literature or Language.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF COURSE SKILLS
One of the advantages of the EPQ is that it 
develops skills that universities are looking 
for and sets you apart from other candidates 
applying for the same course. In completing 
the EPQ, you will develop your planning, 
research, written and reflection skills as 
well as having ample experience in working 
independently - a very important skill for 
university. It also proves that you can find 
relevant sources of information and analyse 
them to a very high level. 
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